[Polymerase chain reaction applied for detection of Toxoplasma gondii in lymph nodes].
In order to investigate the morbidity of toxoplasmic lymphadenitis, polymerase chain reaction (PCR) was used to detect DNA of Toxoplasma gondii within lymph nodes in 3 groups of 120 patients with different diseases. After extracting the DNA of each sample, PCR was employed to amplify toxoplasma DNA. The results showed that the amplification product of 210 bp was confirmed in 7 patients: 3 cases of Hodgkin's disease (HD), 2 cases of non-Hodgkin's lymphoma (NHL) and 2 cases of chronic lymphadenitis (CL). Each PCR product was then subjected to Southern blot hybridization. Besides the 7 cases proved by PCR, 1 case of CL was found positive. The positive percentages of HD, NHL and CL were 9.38% (3/32), 4.88% (2/41), and 6.38% (3/47), respectively. The total positive rate was 6.67% (8/120).